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knife into him or, if he consented to stand motionless for
long enough, at the third or fourth discharge they might
hit him with a ball from a grotesque musquetoon, swivelled
on to the top of a post.
Occasionally the settlers could massacre women and
children by surrounding the native's temporary settlements
whilst the men were absent, setting fire to the wigwams and
preventing the escape of the victims. But, on the whole,
during the first century or so of the scattered occupations,
they existed on sufferance from the Indians, who saw some
advantage in doing trade with them.
To their south the Spaniards, though quite as cumbrously
armed, could massacre to greater advantage. The South
American civilization forced the natives to live in great
agglomerations of humanity. These could be approached,
plundered, and burned by heavy troops; and thus Spain
had a great empire in the south, whilst the English, Dutch,
and German settlers to the north of them still remained in a
state of simple savagery. ... It was a savagery not merely
of destitution but one of complete practical incapability
and of want of morality. It is true that at home they had
Shakespeare and Spenser and there was at least one book on
the Squirrel when that little vessel's lights disappeared off the
Azores. But if, having about you something of value, you
had met in those days in a Virginian forest the King
Granganimeo and his wife and followers, you would have
had some chance of fair barter and amiable hospitality. If
you had met some of the settlers it is not Shakespeare, nor
the Faerie Queene> nor the English Bible, nor yet any con-
siderations of pity for your orphans that would have saved
you from having your throat cut without mercy or
negotiation.
§
The history of the gradual expulsion of the Indians from their
lands is, I suppose, sufficiently known to most people and I
do not need to go into it in order to embroider my theme.
I only wish to make the note that the contest was rather one
between two opposed theories of law than between two

